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Ju~~13, 1987

Mr JimDeVos
- - - ‘ .:~. Arizona Game & Fish ::

2222 W. Gr~enway Road .‘. ‘ ,..Yf -

Phoenix, AZ 85021 -
• . - - - II .: •• -‘ ~‘ ‘5..::.’

Dear Mr DeVos I

During a meottng on June 12, 1987, the Water
Committee, with--approval from the Board of Trustees’,’; i:’’ - -,

agreed to fund-- the-- research project on the. Sonoran P~ong~- - -

horn Ante1opr~-in the amount of $8,580.oo. sThia proposal-
was prepared b~Mr Richard Rem~ngton of Yuma

4. j
‘ - - - - - , i •~- ~ .~ -~ -~- :‘ .tl’~ ‘-‘

Mr John ~lnmorich dJscuc’-ed th~ method oflpaymont with
1

the Committee nlembers, and it was the COflseflSU~ o~ the
Committee that-~t-h~ Arizona Game & Fish send ‘a ~u~e~-1’y’: - . - -

request for funds (or as the need may be) and a.~checK t~*-1’1 I - • I

be issued for that amount. All requests .fo±” funds .sho~ild ‘~‘ ;
be sent- to P.Q~- 8ox-- 13, Lander, w~‘ 8252Q.~’ ‘ ‘.L,.r.’:: I ‘ - ,

1 - - I , .1. . -.!. .‘ -

On behalf of the Board of Trubtoeg and the
WjldlIfin n~~njtt~, ~ O~i~—SI~~Antelope Hunt ~ , .

- - is looking forward to funding this pr~grarn. ‘ We ~é’j~.~’
ate your pres~nt.iflQ the propoaal -and -for gi’iing..t~s ~ -, -

opportunity to h~lp ~rcserve wildlife in Ar~zona,~r ~
- ~. -~ -~ . ct ~ ~-• •.•- --

Should-you have any quostions~ pleaso~do not hed~t~.e ~o’
• - contact me. - - . ~-~ ~f’,,~- ,~ ,•. - ••
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1 ~ I

Sincerely, • •, •t~. I’ .~ ~..~:-- • -

I - ‘ ‘ i”-: U:.. ~ ~,, . -
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~ ThC~CUtjV0 Director • - - : -. - ‘.~

‘ ‘ - - :•-‘~- ‘‘

•-. CC: Mr.. T. V. Jones, President ‘- •- . “--k ‘..

- Mr. Robert Marcotte, -Vice Presjd~nt~’~, ,‘.:

• Mr. Richard Remington - -- ~ ,‘~ .~‘•‘~! -.

Water for Wildlife Committee (dohn ~ ~•._,_..q.’.,,•, - -

Williams, Jack Scar1ett,ff~ry ‘riptón,
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Proposal To Study The Endangered Sonoran Pronghorn
Antelope of Southwest Arizona

Background and Justification -

The Sonoran pronghorn antelope once ranged over most of
southwestern Arizona and into t~he southeastern portion of
California and were a common member of Arizona’s fauna prior to
the 2Oth’century. However by the mid 1920’s the Sonoran proghorn
antelope population had dec~.inedto approximately 100. individuals
and had been extripated from much of-its former range in Arizona
and Mexico and had •been totally extripated from California.
Within more recent yoazs Sonoran antelope numbers had remained
stable at approximately 100 ~ndiv~duals within Arizona however
their range continues to decline by being abscent from the Papago
Indian reservation-for the past 15 years. Although numbers have
numbered as marty of 1,000 in the mjd 1950’s in Mexico it is now
estimated below;i0Q~,Mdivjdua1sand can be eliminated totally
from Mexico in t years.

Faced with •~~‘-~a1ization that less than 200 individuals of
this unique en~ang~rt~dsubspecies of antelope remain in the
world, the Arizona-Game and Fish Department in conjunction with
the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Ai” Force r.uko Air Force
Base, and Shikar Safari, initiated a 30 mOnth study of these - - -

antelope and their habitat.

- This study :~th~-~-nitiated in Octobe; 6f 1983 with the capture
and radio co11-arjn~of 10 -Sonoran pronqhorn ntelooo. During this
study instrumen~ed ~r~telopo were located bi—rnonthly. This study
has provided the f~’1rst real definitive data on Sonoran pronghorn
antelope movements, habitat selection. mortali~v, and naP~11I~F.

Funding for this study ended in September of 1956 and no
location flighta-- ot~ instrumented antelope-have been conducted--
since that timt~~ A~- the conclusion of this study 3 pronghron had
died and one rad-jo collar had -faiied. Currently six rad~s~
instrumented ante-lope remain on the study area.

Proposal - I - -

- Within the range of the endangered Sonoran pronghorn
antelope six radio- collared -individuals remain from the past
study of this uniqu~--antelope. This proposal requests funding to
continue aerial telemetry overflights to locate and monitor the
existing instrumented antelope. Funding is also requestedto
recapture these antelope for them to be fitted with new radio
telemetry collars. This could enable -the Arizona Game and Fish
Department to monitor a particular antelope for their life
expectancy. Continuation of this study would provide dofinit~vo
data on movements, habitat selection, mortality and natality over
the complete life of a Sonoran pronghron antelope. Valuable data
would be avail-able that would be used to ensure the exsistance of
this antelope anc~i assist in beginning to develop plans for the - -
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recovery of this endangeredsubspecies.

Project
~‘ixed—wing aerIal telemetry
flights conducted b~—month].y
from Sept. 1, 1987 to Oct. 1988

- Uudget
20 flights of 3 hour~duratj’
at $68.00 per hour.
total $4080.00

Recollar of 6 Son~ranpronghorn
antelopC in Oct.- 3,987

- • - ‘

- •

-

6 radio collars at
$400.00 each—total of
$2400.00. Approximately 1 hour
helicopter time per antelope at
$350.00 per helicopter hour—
total of $2100.00 -

Personnel cost:, ~rave1, etc. of study team members would be
- borne by the Ari,zona:Game and Fish Departmen4~.

Total fun~i~ng~r~questod— $8,580.00

Clarification - -

- -- If this study is approved for funding, it ~iil be necessary
to approach the FWS office of Endangered Spec ie~.” to- obtain

permits for the, capture, recoi.laring and subsequent
overflights. - Th~IS study will require a ‘!~~ jeo~jardy”opinion of
the FWS to beg-i~t.-- The Arizona Game and Fish Department will
prepare docume~s.mecessary for endangered species compliance and
attempt to soltc~.f~ all, necessary permits if this project is
funded. Rowevei~1A jeopardy opinion from the- FWS on the capture
and recollaring of these ant ~ ~ study-~~-..-’-~

if any furtt~er information or assistance is needed please
feel free to contact.’our-I~ogional-Came specialist, Richard
Remington, at our yur~a- Regional Office. - -

- - - Sincerely,
Temple Reynolds,- Director

- -‘-

Richard Remington
- Regional Game Specialist

- -- Region IV — Yuma
- ‘ (602) 344—3436
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